Most of the species of this genus favor the pines as hosts, but some spruces are also attacked, as well as Douglas fir and to a less extent the true firs.
The species of Hylastes are not so important economically as are the members of several other genera of bark beetles. They seldom or never cause the death of healthy large conifers by their unaided efforts.
They are, however, often found in the bark of dying pine or spruce, where they may well be erroneously considered the cause of the tree's death. In the forests these beetles are most likely to be found in the bases and main roots of dying trees or in the stumps of cut trees. They also often attack the under surfaces of reeentlv Order Coleoptera, family Scolytidae. 
